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In Australia, from the 1960’s we have been dogged with the problem as what is Aechmea caudata and that was when you had to understand Latin to read Mez’s Das Pflanzenreich 1935. It was before Smith and Downs Monograph was published in 1979 and yet how many of you refer to this work when trying to identify species plants?

Just a bit of history I could glean  

From J Brom Soc 28:125-7. 1978 An Aechmea Hybrid by Bernard Stonor 

However, the pollen parent is a problem plant. It is usually grown in Australia under the name of Aechmea caudata, but the description of both the plant and the inflorescence differ from those given in the books and keys. The plant, for instance, has large blue-black tips to the leaves. The inflorescence is glabrous but still flocculose.

We now know that this species can have blue-black tips to the leaves. Back then I grew this plant with blue-black tipped leaves for many years but it never flowered in Adelaide which is all the more pertinent when you read the following

From Bromeletter 24(3): 6. 1986 by Olwen Ferris

Aechmea caudata - (Free flowering type). This was also smaller than the type I already had. (Later I sent a number of forms to Dr L.B. Smith for identification, as some growers were calling this smaller form by another name. Dr Smith said that this plant came from a wide area and varied somewhat, so there were all forms of Ae. caudata.). This is also good as a hanging basket specimen.
The problem here is what was this ‘other smaller plant’ called and in those days we had very little access to coloured photos.

Nothing was done in Australia regarding Cultivar names. 
Let us look at what happened in the US. Details are hazy but all the action appears to have been in the 1970’s where individual nurseries seem to have given their own name to basically the same plant with blue/black tipped and blotched leaves. We only have photos of ‘Blotches’
‘Blotches’ by Tropiflora nursery in Florida. Photo held

‘Blue Tips’ by Kent’s nursery in California. Sometimes called ‘Blue Tip’

‘Fire Chief’ by Shelldance nursery in California.

‘Melanocrater’ name captured by Brian Smith in 1984 from various USA catalogues  available at the time.

‘Sao Paulo’ by Rainforest Flora nursery in California.
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